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6311 Ridgewood Rd., Suite

W100, Jackson, MS 39211 USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people

who are interested in more space and working the land and we

want to let you know we can help. Are you new to farming because

Phone: 601-965-4300 of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming — on

Fax: 844-325-6966 everything from helping you register your farm to getting financial
assistance and advice.

Acting State Executive

Director: Get Started with USDA
Patty W. Roberts

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you
purchased land, it might already be established with USDA’s Farm


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/2c90ac6

State Committee: Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can

Bobby Moody-Chairman help you register your farm.

Scott Flowers

Rita Seward To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social

Henry Reed Security number or an employer ID) and a property deed. If you do

Gale Martin not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA
representative to show you have control of the property. If your

Next State Committee operation is incorporated or an entity, you may also need to provide

Meeting TBA proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter

into contracts with USDA.

To find contact information for .
your local office go to Access to Capital

www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is
a great resource when producers aren’t able to get a loan from a
traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers
microloans, which are especially popular among producers with
smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan

Discovery Tool.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Most of the nation is facing unusually cold weather, as a winter storm moved coast-to-coast over the
weekend. Winter storms create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for
agricultural producers, especially for those raising livestock, row crops and vulnerable crops like
citrus.

Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several
programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop
insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure
to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called
Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which
should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and
vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock,
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poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event— like these
winter storms — or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant
tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop
insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses
within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program
application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather
event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time
and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

Purchase records

Production records
Vaccination records

Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist
landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged
farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by
disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use
these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed,
or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources
through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term
support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also
be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP,
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance
fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice
of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.
All_LUSDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or
require appointments because of the pandemic.
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Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI)

If you file crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and participating insurance
providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA), you can now provide the common
information from your acreage reports at one office and the information will be electronically shared
with the other location. This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining
Initiative (ACRS]I).

You must still contact both your local FSA office and your insurance provider to validate and sign
acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available
to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report.

Obtaining Payments due to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of
precedence for the representatives of the producer:

administrator or executor of the estate

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form
FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify that the
application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was
signed by the applicable deadline by the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their
behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the deceased
participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to
submit the form.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security



Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA)
direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain
prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real
estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to:

Leases of any kind
Easements of any kind
Subordinations

Partial releases

Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and
future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage
Producers with NAP Coverage

For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing
who elect to use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods
to establish their loss are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a
CCC-576 Application for Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days
after the coverage period ends.

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units
still must timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the
crop first becomes apparent or within 15 days of harvest.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFarm-Loan-Programs%2Fpdfs%2Floan-servicing%2Ffarm_loan_compass_9-22-17.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ca518b9b811c7462fcd9f08d8ee0c6ebf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637521084466395548%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=L3rNrSZddXnFMdv9iG%2B7E%2BeJ9kIdojJFksINFRpEFws%3D&reserved=0

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm
Storage Facility Loan Borrowers

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the
pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties
apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option.

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having
terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year
term loans.

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year. The original loan
interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment
payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to
additional accrued interest.

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact
FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms.

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible
commodities.

More Information

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers
impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and
ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming
installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. For more information, contact your local USDA Service
Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.
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Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance Loans

Typically, Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) mature on demand, but no later than the last day of
the 9th calendar month after the month the MAL is disbursed. However, with the passage of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021, agricultural producers now have additional time to repay
MALSs.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 provides an extension of the MAL maturity to 12
months. This extension is applicable to nonrecourse loans for all commodities except seed cotton
and sugar. Eligible open loans must be in good standing with a maturity date on or after July 31,
2021. New crop year loans (2021) requested by September 30, 2021, will also be eligible for the
twelve-month maturity.

All current, active loans will automatically be extended the additional three months. Producers who
prefer a nine-month loan maturity will need to notify their local FSA county office. Loans that are
requested after September 30, 2021, will have a nine-month maturity.

Reasonable Accommodation: Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or
participate in this meeting/event/function should contact Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



